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Income

Medium income per household

Year 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017

Total 30.552 30.690 29.132 28.417 27.558

Single-parent households 19.192 21.051 20.367 19.750 19.454

2 parent with children households 37.442 37.234 35.867 35.437 33.765

Other households with children 43.538 43.046 41.045 39.613 38.297

Source: ECV 2021, INE Spain.
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Policies in the energy field to support 

single parenthood



2017. Royal Decree 897/2017

Social tariff is renovated with a new incomes design. Single-parent families are not recognized

on it. Only large families are part of the new design as families, without incomes limit to be 

considered as housholds in vulnerable situation.

One of the principal problems of the new social tariff is the limit in the energy consumption, that

it’s enought for families with other energy system for heating as natural gas or diesel heating

systems, but it’s not a complete solution for families with electricity as main option.
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Income

Medium income per household

Year 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017

Total 30.552 30.690 29.132 28.417 27.558

Single-parent households 19.192 21.051 20.367 19.750 19.454

2 parent with children households 37.442 37.234 35.867 35.437 33.765

Other households with children 43.538 43.046 41.045 39.613 38.297

Source: ECV 2021, INE Spain.



2018. Royal Decree 15/2018

Social tariff includes a new heating income for families in vulnerable situation, the amount

depends on the level of vulnerability in the family and the place where they live. From 25 to 123€ 

per year.
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2019. National strategy to tackle energy poverty.

Single-parenthood it’s one of the main collectives to tackle energy poverty in Spain. In the document all the

indicators allow to the Goverment improve the conditions to achieve more protection for the single-parent

families.



2020. Royal Decree 8/2020

Cuts are not allowed for water, gas or electricity if the family it’s in a vulnerable situation

recognized by the RD 897/2017.

It’s not necessary renovate the social tariff (every two years) at least the pandemia it’s ended.

The update for gas prices it’s stopped for all the regulated market.



2022. Royal Decree 6/2022

A huge increasing in the income level for single-parent families, form close to 19.000 to more tan

24.000 €. That’s was great to improve the access to the social tariff, but another change it’s

important to know. Since March the social tarff it’s not designed for families, it’s designed for

households. That it’s more complex to calculate the incomes and more complex for the families.

Other problema that the Goverment didn’t solved is the income issue, if a family/ household have

a problem in the present year they need to be in vulnerable situation for 12 months to be

recognized in the social tariff.

It’s not necessary renovate the social tariff (only in the fourth year).

Heating income increasing from 35 to 373€



Bono social eléctrico



Summary

A increasing in the income level from 15.000 to 24.000€ in the last 5 years. A 25% between 2017 

to 2018 and other 29% in the year 2022. Now it’s up to the single-parent families median income.

A consumption limit more higher, from 1680 kWh to 1932 kWh, that’s not enough for the real 

consumption.

A banned cuts policy in the case that the family it’s in a vulnerable situation and a Minimum Vital 

Supply.

A better heating income (Bono Térmico) for the families.
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